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personal bravery is not of such importance as in the second.
In the second case too we shall perhaps never be able to
do without violence'altogether. But violence then will be
subservient to non-violence and will always be a diminishing
factor in national life.
At the present moment, though the national creed is
one of non-violence, in thought and word at least, we
seem to be drifting towards violence. Impatience pervades
the atmosphere. We are restrained from violence through
our weakness. What is wanted is a deliberate giving up of
violence out of strength. To be able to do this requires
imagination coupled with a penetrating study of the world
drift. Today the superficial glamour of the West dazzles
us, and we mistake for progress the giddy dance which en-
gages us from day to day. We refuse to see that it is surely
leading us to death. Above all we must recognize that to
compete with the Western nations on their terms is to court
suicide* Whereas if we realize that notwithstanding the
seeming supremacy of violence it is the moral force that
governs the universe, we should train for non-violence
with the fullest faith in its limitless possibilities. Everybody
recognizes that, if a non-violent atmosphere had been
maintained in 1922, we could have completely gained our
end. Even as it is, we had a striking demonstration of the
efficacy of non-violence, crude though it was, and the
substance of Swaraj then gained has never been lost. The
paralyzing fear that had possessed the nation before the
advent of Satyagraha has gone once for all. In my opinion,
therefore, non-violence is a matter of patient training. If we
are to be saved and are to make a substantial contribution
to the world's progress, ours must emphatically and predo-
minantly be the way of peace.
Tmg India, 22-7-1929

